" BANKRUPTCY OF WISDOM "
GANDHIJFS SPEECH   AFTER PRAYER
Speaking in Hindustani at the end of the prayers at Bombay, on
September 11, Gandhiji as usual appealed for contributions to the
Harijan Fund. Referring next to the exuberant affection of the crowd
on the previous evening he said that after years of training such exhi-
bition was a reflection on the good name of Bombay. It was a bad
sign. But for the precautions taken on the spur of the moment he
and some of the sisters accompanying him might have been hurt and
so too Mr Shantikumar. And what is more, in the confusion, the lat-
ter might have easily lost the Harijan purse that he was carrying.
They knew how jealous he was of every pie belonging to the Harijans.
Therefore he requested the public never again to repeat the perform-
ance of the day before. Why should the volunteers have to form a cor-
don around him? He did not want to have any guard. God alone was his
guard. He was doing God's work and he had faith that so long as .
He required his services He would protect him.
Referring to his meeting with Mr Jinnah he said he knew how
eager they must be to be acquainted with the progress of the talks.
It was a natural eagerness on their part which he would like to satisfy
as far as possible consistently with the interest of the cause which
they all shared with him in common.
All that he could say at the present stage was that Jinnah Saheb
and he had met as old friends on Saturday (September 9),
and again that day (Monday). He added that they would be meet-
ing again the next day from 10-30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from
5 30 to 7 p.m. This would leave them a little time to attend to other
work and to digest the substance of the talks. They fully realized
what a heavy responsibility rested on their shoulders. They knew
that millions were watching the talks and were anxious that a settle-
ment should be arrived at which would subserve the interests not of
any particular group or community, but of the whole of India. " Our
goal is the attainment of independence for the whole of India. It is
for that we pray and are pledged to lay down our lives," said Gandhili.
Jinnah Saheb and he had only God between them as witness. Gandhi-
jl proceeded: "My constant prayer these days is that He may so guide
my speech that not a word might escape my lips so as to hurt the feel- '
ings of Jinnah Saheb or damage the cause that is dear to us both. " I
am sure the same is the case with Jinnah Saheb. He told me today,
'If we part without coming to an agreement, we shall proclaim bank-"